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TAGS: SNAR, EAGR 

SUB J : OPIUM POPPY REPLACEMENT CROPS 

1 . ARS HAS REACHED AGREEMENT WITH MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
KASETSART UNIVERSITY TO UNDERTAKE TWO RESEARCH PROJECTS ON ONIONS 
AND POTATOES AS OPIUM POPPY REPLACEMENT CROPS. 

2. OBJECTIVE: 

(A) ONIONS - INTRODUCE, SELECT, DEVELOP VARIETIES SUITABLE 
FOR DEHYDRATION, STORAGE AND OFF-SEASON PRODUCTIONS AND SEED 
PRODUCTION IN HIGHLANDS. PRESENT VARIETIES DO NOT HAVE 
CHARACTERISTICS NEEDED FOR THE EXISTING THAI MARKET. THIS PRO- 
JECT IS 3 YEAR DURATION AND TO COST $97,000. 

(B) POTATOES - INTRODUCE, EVALUATE POTATO VARIETIES, ESTA- 
BLISH TABLE AND SEED POTATOES, AND TO EVALUATE PRODUCTION METHODS 
FOR ALTERNATING BETWEEN HIGHLANDS AND LOWLANDS TO SUSTAIN YEAR 
ROUND PRODUCTION. PROJECT DURATION 3 YEARS AND TO COST $75,850. 

3. LOCAL MARKET PRICES FOR ONIONS AND POTATOES FLUCTUATE GREATLY 
BETWEEN CROPS. VARIETIES CURRENTLY GROWN HAVE SHORT STORAGE LIFE. 
THUS, LOCAL MARKET IS DEPENDENT ON IMPORTS FOR MOST OF YEAR. 

4. THESE PROJECTS HAVE EMBASSY APPROVAL FOR IMMEDIATE FUNDING. 
BURKE 
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